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> AT Eforc I come to anfwer tbcfc anncs, that 1
(@)) may make way for the cleaning of mens |
Y judgements, I (hall briefelyliy downe the
~.grounds upon which the obfervation of
this , and acher Feftivallsis ;uﬁhﬁ dicthe
Chureb ; whichara thefe.
Flrﬁ it is a thing aot onely lawfull,but
SN ju&iy due'unto Gyod,cbat he thould be prat-
. “{ed publick y and iolamncly forthis , and
other fuch like great bleflings as he bacy.beflowed.upon the
Churchby Chiift, and that toshis cnd the micmory of them thould

be preferved intbe Church. ,

- Secendly,, Tbat for thefe ends, th* O3 frvation of 1 yearely -
day ot memoriall is a meanes condeeible i+ it felfe, and approved:
by Gud in Seripture , who made ufe thereof among theanc.ent
. peopleto fummen, and ftirre them up thereby tothe praifz of-God
“tor thofe. great deflings and dchvcranccs which were bcﬁowcd
" oponpthem. - :

Thirdly: That the' appoyntment of {ucb daygesbeing conduci-
Llc tothofe ends before named, which are S‘crlp:urc ends, hath fo -
far its greund in the word of God.

. Feurbly , That the Church hatha powcrfzorn Godto pro-

mote chofe ends which are commanded i 1p his word , by al kmdc

. of mesnes ‘which are not conrratythcrcaato , and f.u:ha meanes
isthis appointment of dayes; whichharbbeen wizs approbacisn -

' pra(:’hfcd bytheC arch, even inthe rume of the Jewifh Bondage,

<1y thc dcf gmuon and ordsining ef “Fetivalls yearely te b ob=-
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erved ,  which we=e not enjayacd by any exp-efle commandof
G d s is clrerely tooe fecacin the inft: wioo of the Feaft of
Pa-'m, Effoer.9 17. &6 and of 1be Feaft ot Dedication, Adackab,
4 59. hon ured and counficmed by the pielence of our Savieur,
“B Loe A 33

! bty , !'h)a: tais power inthe Churchis, though unobfervedly,
yet in ciearg confrque-cs, is confirmed by divers arguments trom
the allowance and pra@:fs of Advs:faries themialves. :

As filt, Joc ks whatpower privare Minilters challenge , that
they muft mwch more allow the Church : Bucrhey chdllenge a
peweroapp:y nt:1nes tor p'Jﬁ'.le \\’x‘!fh'.p s, which aiepotex-
prefly commanded by Geod as ups. Le®uredayes : & go, Aad
_there can be no .reafon wiy they (heutd hsve more power to ap-

poyns an baare or mare in a day , thenthe Chuich a day or mose -
1D g yeare. »

Sccondly , There isas good reafen that the Cru-ch (hould ap-
poyntdayes ot teafling , whichare ror €o nmanded by God , as
dayes of tafting, wmicaare ot comna~ded by God ; fince the
end of the torme: is 8 exceprableto God , and mere excclleat
then the latter . and hath oo plea agaioftat, thatlyesnot equally a-
gainft th- latzer, |

Third y , That there is much more reafon that the Charch
fhould appoyn: fale.une dayes tor praifing God for Chrift, and for
fpirituall pleflicgs, theo for temporall ones : Bu: chelstterisai-
lowed and pradifed by the Parhiamene, as may apocare oy the late
Ordinarce ter che ob{-rvation nt the fifthot November | 10 me-
moriall of thedecliverance ot trarvery State, Cuoreh, and Rili-
gicn froman ourward detru® on, wrich tremiclvesnow perfe-
€U e; hv the Army,inappoy ting dayes of Tha kigiv.ng for their
blogdy V &ories over teeir oreteres; in an lusptous way ¢ Thare-
fore the tormer, w13 the appoyn:ment of tolsomn: day-s for grea-
ter and fpirituall vlefings . cannocreafunabdly oc candemned vy
them. '

Sixly , Thicappoyntment of dayes to the purpofes aforef.yd,
is not onely barmelefle , as netlying i-1opofi ion o suy Liw of
G d, bt of cxcelient ufe and.bencfictu Guds prupies 1. To
prefeive andreceil rae memoy of thefe great bivliogs, 2. To
fir up che peopie to e dusigs ot praife.

.
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1.. To callupan the Mirifters in their (2veral { charpes to tlady,
and ha. die thdfc gicat , and neceflaty parts of Chndtien know-
ledge. 4. To give (o many oppuortunitic ferihe f mbling of
the peaple te holy duties. § Fortherend 1oy « terole grear and
mylticall oleflings familiar u-to the people , theredy chat being
fuifilled in thistenfe, that the Plalm:ft (pe-kethincae 9. ‘Pfsl Ome
day tceth awosher | and one wight cers ficsh asother ; theve ss meivber
[pecgh nor amguage , yos shesr pacches are beava among them., Thusit
comes to psfle'that the Calender of the Churer,& +h. Cycle of the
Fetivalls pretents , isjas it were ao esfie and familiar Catech {me
unio the people,and doth inltruct chem almott whether they witor
no in theappieherfions ot tac{e bighooints and cot fart10ic mo-
tions of the conception, na-iviry, Cuenmeiilnn, Mt ittonro
the Gentiles, prefentationin the Templa, ot ‘h= death and pai-
fion, refurre@ion, Afcenuon of Chnit into Heaven , and ot the
fcading of the boly Gooft, to bring Bome the bw:: or ali; which
ateas fu many parts ot the Boly Antidema nffthe Crurch e Ept-
phonema, or clufe of all whichisin the Fultivall of the T ineey,
whichisuntoallthieraltastne Glry betoths Fatiser tothe Sonne,
ard to the koly Ghoft &c. at the clofe ¢t 2 Plalme , e¢siing upon
us to gi1ve nonwur ana praife unto the Trinity fter ali thoteincoum-
prehectibie blefings and benefits whereby the woiks ormans re-
demprion is perfected and brogght heme unto us ¢ This wite-
deomeand piety of rthe Chureh is not undeiftoed 'nor confifered
by thote heary and baize biain’'d peop'e, that waigh ibings in che
coi-up fcales of ot thoir awne cantradictory and antecclefiatticall
fpiri-;bur they chat are fuber and peaccadle diftever and admire ir,
a1 d dicfl: Gad for ity and do forelee with {ad hear s the delignes
ot Satan ovii g againft this Ceu-ch of wurs , by the abeiithing
of i hefc and and other uisfuli O dinaneces and cuftomes, o blot oye
by d grees che' mimory of che- grest apd ineltunabie oleflings of
Gudan Chutt, and to open thedco-e ta propheieffe and infiuels-
ty :- to the tormer benefi sway -be added, the mercy that doch -
berebwes cciue uato {ervants , and the p ore heatts 103 relaxition
©of their labew s upon fuch dates, than cicements thar chey admi-
niftei unte workes ot chaii'y , neighbomhbood, and hofpitality ;
tbipgs v:ry pleafing in the fiutc of God, howfoev-r difliked by
thufc of thus a5 that place- religion 1n cruclty , Fa&ion, and Se-
R dition



(¢)
dition; and the rurcery, ard fopply that is thereby fuggefted
unto the exercife of eur fpicituall joy, aud delightin God, and his
goodnefic.

Lattly, Theauthority of the Churchboth ancient and medern,
both generall, and of this particular Charch, comming upon us
with all thefe warrants , and conveniences to ferve the ends of
God and Scripture, and {trengthened bythe power of the civill
Magiftrate , and by the autbenticall Lawes of the Kingdome in
thofe A&s ot Parlisment which bave eftablitht thefe things,mu't
eitherengags all that are within the verge of the Church. and of
th's Church and State efpecially, unto a peacesbdle and pious obe-
dience thereunto, cr elieleave the fbaine of Impiety , Fa&ion,
and ot a turbulent and diforderly fpiric, or eife of fclly and blind-
ncflsupon allthofe that oppofa it.

Indeed there is notbing free from temptations®; butitis weil
{2id ot one, as | remembder, ard may be well confidered of others,
that it s moz (at lealt not alwaies) the s»fi-mity | bus the excellensy of
thizgs that miaketh thems the master of sempration : Aculcs ot things
that are good mult tesch us wifedoms and caution, but not fee
us upon cenfulion. 2

Aod truly thereis need of morg warines in the obfcrvationof
thefe daies then hath beenufed by many.,

1. That fupeifit:0 be avoided,that we think not ore day in it felf
better or more holy thenanother,tut only (o far as they are alual-
ly defigned or spplyed untothe fervice of God: we muft remember
that thefe and other particalar tim=s, 15 p'aces,are bu! circumitsan-
ces inthe time of the Gofpell, the fubftanceis in the worthip and
fervice that isgiven unto God thereupon, not in the cbiervation
of this or that particular day , whichis iair (e!fe s matter of liderty,
asthe Apeftle (heweth, Roms. 14.5. Gc. Col. 2.16. And thet muy
bea fatistaory reafon why in tBe new [e¢ltament thefethings
are not particulary , or exprefly injoined in Scripture , becaufe
thefs are but matters of Order, and of liberty ; not of abf 'n:e ne-
ce(fity ,and therefore left to the moderation of the Church ; bnt
then we mult remember that the liberty of Chriltiansis ficlt the’
right and intereft of the Body, and then of che Membe:s,who muft
not urge their particular intereflt againft putl'que moderations and
conftitations in thefe thiogs ; yea, it isa maine liberty that belongs

anto



unto the whele body of the Chuer , that (he hath power tore-
fraine the liberty of private Members by pudlique aucthority tor
the publique good ; but Superitition mult be avoided, asl have
faid ; noe bumanc au hority muit impefethele, cr any iuch hke
things, as fubftantiall , unaiteiable, or adloiately neccl.ry to falva-
tion ; but as matters ot Order , as boly circumltances, and meanes
conducible unto bigher ends, and {oand no otherwite they areto
be recvived snd’obeyecd by the peeple : according to thisis that
of a 1ste learnea - Father of our Courch, N ow putandums plus [anclis
saris uni dicsinefJe quanms alters | [ea [ciendwm guod prepter erdinems C-
praceptsm Fcelefie alsalq, camfas [upra memoratas uro die mag:s
wams alio Gunvcnimns, aa bac exercitia (anllitatss.

And spatic, Non putandsm. . we arc nol te thinke thatthe 5 .
Churchof Ged satyea by anynece[fisy to the immutable objervation of l)a‘uii}:"
the/c pa ficular Feftival aazes : Sed %atuencum. J&ith be |, dies hofce upon the
bameani awcborsiass confbitnsos cadems puffe tolli & muta ifi meshiras @ Colotlic,
mtc[ﬁra Eccl(f?c 1d poﬂumv::ir,num amir 54 flﬂfer qg,g/(“,g; : Can/a 2.V, 16,
ma[cstiy per 64/ &em &: [ lvirwr:Bue 12 muft be (o judged, that ihe e daies
which ar e afpamnd by humsine an:hirity may be abolifhcd , axd alrered
by 1be [ame : where the profit ama mese/Jisy of the Churchdoth require it ;
for all shings are a[[olved by she [ame camjEs whereby they ave eftabli-
fbed : Butthenthisought to be done upongood and crae grouads,
and by » power equsllat leaft to that that harn eftablith :d them,

-, There muft be care takenthattaere be.a prudent moders-
tionfed inthe number of fuch daics , that nothing deimpoled o-
ever burdenfome upon the people.

3. That they te rightly imployed , not in Superftitious wor-
thiping of Saints or Aogels, as is in ufein the CaurchfRome,

‘nor yet in riot, intemperance, orany other fintullliberty,as hath
been the pra@ifé of too many amongtt us , making lictle or no o-
ther ule of fuch times , but to give toem{elves to dlenefle, loofc-
nefle, and vanity ;an cvill that baih not onely violated the holi-
ncfle of thefe Feftivals we {pcak o, but alfo the Lords day, which
{ome have torned nto Sabbathum Vituli awrei  invothe Sabbath of
the Golden Calfe, ot whichit s {aid, Exod. 32. That The prople [ate
 dewngte catcand d inke, androfe uproplsy. Orbers into S«bbathum
B.im G Ajinor umyioe Sabbath of the C xe and the eA[Je (perding it

in caiug and drinkiog , ana-doing nothing ; and 100 many
‘ make
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pvoke Jiele ovno other d fiareiice betweene that and other dayes
Lut oncly inpetivg ontd v ociter closthes , and giving thom-
fe.vas to nonge 5 or elf: wotle imp‘.aymf:m thenallthereft of tne
weeke, s if bene veffiri ¢~ mibvl agore, Tube wllattired , 2ad to
due ro:bing were to Celeorats the Chraftisn Sanhath,

Aod indced it cwnnat dedenycd Lo as rhsharh oeen tho il lot
that too miny bave catupont. Locdsdav, andother Fettivalls:
So ir hath been too toe much th. thure ob che Sclemnitics «popoyn-

vd tor the celebraviog “he birthof curSavicur, and the relt of (he
Yeltivalls tha' che Churenbath j oy ed wirthie , whichinitead of
beirg madedayeset prayfe and tharkisiviog to God, ind ot the
exarcife ot otherholy , ehriitian, aod ¢ anasle dutics with thiat
* {obriery that brcomes Churittians , have becn made dayes of niot,
ard gami g, :nd wantennade, and anlsawfuli liberiy, asit men
were tofacrifice to the Devill for thefe greatand incomprehznfisle
me citsof God ¢ A great andintollersble acufe of fuch ~le . d
oppor:unities,and fuch as.(slthough it doth not at al jaitife man in
the abolirion of them , tut theud razher havefet ‘hemuponche
Rcformation of thets mitcarriages , sud tae reftitution of fuch
timesanto the fitft and profitsbleinfticu‘ion of taem, Tba: thefs
¢v lls and corruptions pbeing removed, the divine Solemities, and
Religious Duties might have beenrcrurned and advanced ftill a-

nongft us, to the comfort of the Churcn, ard the honour of the
reme of God ) Yec they may jultly provoke God to deprive us
ot the comturt of thefs joy full Celedrities , which wee have fo
miferadly aduled to bis dithenour, axd the Burc of our klves, and
of our brethren-: But theje being the errouss of particular men,
they do not blem.(h the conlticution of the Church inthele things,
wi'cninterdetn oot fuch times tor fuch evili purpofes, but for the
fervice and necurof God,«ud the ed:ification of hispeople. And
thereiore 1s it nuft be the care of all good Chriftians to f.pzrate
the ata"uinpractice ¢ Seatischetr parcand duty toyzeld 2 rea-
dy cbeienee woto fo profizasle and wholefoms & conftiuion;
- and asinother Feftivalls, (o 1ntais of thaNa ivity of Chrift &,
Tbis being as it were the rifizg of 1he Swmne of righteos/ne Je upons
s with bealing ix b wings ~, and that wrereon all the fueccdent
worke of cur redewnpion and {sivation doth depend : And
therefore a5 this deth in an eminent and fpeciall manoer cha-

lenge

¥
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lenge our praifes and folemne mccs and acknowledgments unto
God for fo great a mercy : Sothe Authority of the Church in ap-.
poynting a folemne time , for fuch folemne fervicé doth ferve an ho-
ly and Scripture end,very acceptable toGod , -and by fuch a meanes,
which he himfelfe hath approved , and allowed the Church of God
to make ufeoff , and doth jultly require our obedience thercunto,
which wee cannot withdraw ordinarily, without making a breach in
that Cothmunion of Saints, which is both our comfort to enjoy, and
our duty ro maintaine, : .

And thefe grounds being thuslayd , and well undetftood , Ihope
may fatistic any peaceable minded Chriftians, and arme them againft
all materiall temprations that your Queries (which you feeme to
thinke fuch Giants ) can offcr againftit ; and therefore I might well
enough perhaps fet a period heere unto this prefent bufinefle : But
left you fhould thinke your {elfe defpifed, or grow wife in your owne
conceipt, and for your Z:xrther correGtion, and the more full fatisfa@i-
on of others, T offcr you and them this (hort anfwer unto yeur Que-
ries ; andif you orany other fhall thinke themin any thing wanting
in that clearencfle which yours , and {fome other mens apprehenfions
may perhaps require ; 1 {hall by Gods grace be ready if I may beal-
lowed liberty to docit ¢ Torender all things out of queftion and to
refolve all doubts that may reft behinde in a faire, calme, and Chriftie
an difputation, and difcuffion of the point with you or any other that
(hall in afoberand ingenuous way defire to enter into difcourfe with
me thereabout.

In the meane time take this briefe Reply unto your Demands.

To your firft Qaerc..

Whether [uch religions coflomes st are binding to all the Chyr-
ches of 1efus Chrift | omghs not to have [wre foo8ing apon the
Werdof God or Apoftelicall praciice ? _

Anfwer | That it is ground enough for the.¢ftablifhment of Cuft-
omes in the Church, and to bind all Churches to the Chriftian obfer-
vation thereot, fo far as is required unto Clireh Cultomes , and mat-
--ters of order. &¢. That fuch Cuftomes "rd Oblerv ¢t ons beingin
themfelves harmeleffe , and conducible te th:fc ends which Gods
B ' ~ word

A
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word prefcribeth , are commanded unto us by the Authority of the
Church Catholick ; and becaufe this Quare is fomewhat too wide for
the particular drift you aime at ; give me leaveto take away 3ll
doubr, to contrat it a little by adding this Corolary : That in fuch
things the Authority of any particular Churchis fuficient to binde
thofe that are within the Verge of it.  The Examples of the Fealt of
Purim and of Dedication before mentioned will come in famfonably
heere for the confirmation of this.

To y-ur fecord Quave.

Whether yow can [ebftantislly provethat Chrift was borue on
she 25 0f D cenner ¢ And wh t year prosfes ave ¢

An/wer. That becaufe aswee have layd downe the defignation of
this or that parcicular day is a thingn it {clfe indifferent ( chough the
day being knowne wherein fuch mercics were performed may feeme
" more convenient then another. ) - The maine ching that wee rett upen
being this : That Gad may be folemncly praifed for fo great a mercy,
and to this end, that that day what cvericbe , whichis fecapaieby
the Church for that holy purpefe be duely obfervgd = Therefore al-
though there is perhaps more to be fayd acerin then you are aware of;
yet tomake thort worke , and thar they may be the eafilier fatisfie d,
who are not able to examine Antiquities : * 1 an{wer thatitis ot ar
21l neaflary for usto prove fubftantially that Chrift was borne upon
the 25 of Deeember ; ic is {ufficicnt for us that the Auchority of the
Church kath appoynced that day to performe the duty of praife
therefore unto God, neither doe wee fo much depend upon that day,
but if upon good reafen ancquall Auchority had defigned anv other,
icsmghe be indifferent tons ; {o thar God may have his honour in the
{o'emnization of his greatmercics , whether inthis moneth, or thac
moncth . enthisday, or thatday, is of {mall concernment . but in
poyut of order peace. uniformicy, and obedience; todoze upon this
or that day otherwife were fupcrititious,

To your third Qua-e,
W besher she celebration of shis day (gram be was borne on it)

€an
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canbeclearely warranted by you from Seviptwre ¢ Awd whas
Jowr Seripiures are ¢

~ Anfwer, Itisan{wered already in the Reply made to the two for-
mer, where you have beene thewed , thatit isneicher neceffary to be
proved that Chrift was bome upon that day, nor yet thac there needes
any particular Scripture warrant for the obfervation of fuch dayes,
more then is exprefled in the anfwer to the firft, and the grounds that
are layd before you, and {o much ashath been thewed wee have abun-
dantly for thisday. 7%¥z. That the Church hath power toappoynt a
day for fo holy and excellent an end preferibed in Scripture » and
warranted unco us by the practice of a Quire of Angells, of Simeon
and e nna, Zachary and Elizabeth, in the Divine Story.

To your fou:th Q .c.

IViether you cancle:ve it by found confequence fromthe New
Telament thiugh not [t dewne shere in toudem verbis ¢

Anfwer, That which hath been fayd miy fuffice , in that the cele-
bration of thisday isappoynted by futficient /Authority , for thofe
ends whiich are commanded m the New Teftament, as is the rendring
praife to God for fogreat a bleffing of the New Teftament , and is 2
meanes allowed by God for fuch purpofe, and conducible thereunto,
2s hathbeen fthewcd in the grounds.

To the fifch Q are.

Wh:ther you cam doe it by aniverfal tradition ?

Anfwer , That itis well knowne that the obfervation of this day
hath been very Ancient, and doth appeare to be of univerfall recep-
tion ; as! if Jcafureand opportuiity would permir ; might be maai-
fc fted more abundantly, but for the prefenc it may ‘wdice to fet down
that notable teftimony of St. {ypreaw, a very Ancicnt Father , in his
‘booke de Nativitare ( 7vfis-w ‘wipio. Adefl {{aithhe , {pealing of
chis Feltivail of the Nutivity of Chr:ft ) Chrsfts mwlium defiderasa &

P 2 B s dip



13
amexpellata Nativitas, adefl Solemmitas inclita, O in prejintia fal.
vasorse, gratel , (5 lamdes, Vifitators (mo per o bemterrarum San8ls
reddit Ecclefia. There ssnow prefens the much Jtﬁnl,n.d long expelled
Nasivity of Chrift ; now ssprejent thas fameons Solsmnity or Feftival,

‘and the boly (burch thremgbons all she World doth remder thankes and
praifes to ber vifter in the pre/-nce of onr Saviowr , and thongh it be
fufhicient to binde us ; thar fo wholefome cuftome is enjoyned by
Auchenticall Auchority i this Church and Nation ; yet this and other
teftimonies that mighc be brought of the Antiquity and aniverfaliry
thereof, doe much ftrengthen the obligation that lyes upon us, for the
Religious obfervation thereof.

To your fix: Q. a.¢.

. Whether (im csfe st cimbe cvidencedbyencof thefe | v'2
plaime Texs | [olidInference | unvesfall Irsd :om ) 18 b nos
meere kumaneinvention, and (oWl worfb p « Andhow you
wilene day scquit yonr| clves before God . for placing, «ndcryimg
mens Inventions | irftead of the imfl1uions of [efus Chriff 2
And whesher 'S wese net f.shiull ce wing wih poore fimple people
s0 3¢ shem 1hat you have neither of shefeto WATTADS 18 ¢

Tanfiwor, ic isalready avoyded, and needeth no further Reply but
tius ; firft, thae you have been caught if youesnlearne that wee have
inf. . -nce cacugh to fatisfie men chat will be content with evidence,
and with e would atteempe noching in the Church , bur wharyou
conld plrace ha' - fomuch for = Sccondly , that the obfervation of
thefe particutar dayes isnot enjoyned by the Church , or ufed by us,
asany fubilsnuall part of worlhip, bt as a circurnftance of worthip,
and fo eznbe no wiil-worfhip, no more then your appoynring this or
t..ar particul.. heure for preaching , and prayer upon a Le&ure day,
ot the anpovnting of dayes of chankfziving for Vior!ee, for ter
il vers e orof Punlique Faftsby humane Authority ( which
a5 ¢ t & Jergnation of the particular rimes are unqueftionably of
ha.axy. i ~on‘on ) arc taerefore to be acconated will- worfhip ; un-
lefle seuy s vethewill-worfhip rolye in this ; that chefe dayes
Wee fpaiie o e appoyated by good and full Authority , and :h;}:

L) Chr-
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Chriftis remembred therein; and niwl intreate you to confider how
you will one day acquit your felfe before God, for (landering and cry-
ing downe the wholefome orders and conftitations of the Church , to
bring indivifion, cenfufion, and prophanation ; and-whether it were
notfaichfull dealing with thofe poere (imple peeple,that vouor others
have feduced into fedizious and factious eourfes , and murmurings a-
gainft Government and Order , to tell them chat youunderftood not
things your felves , nor have taught them in che waycs of ‘peace and
righteoufnefTe, as you fhould have done.

To your feaven:h Q:xc

(Simce d.yes andsimescomm inded by 60d bim{elfets be ob-
Sovidunder the L v were and are wnlaw/full under the Gefpel)
Whesher diyes ind simescommandedby men | and not by God,
urdvr the Gofpell, are not le[Je Lawfn!l

An[. Thofe daics and times that were commanded by God him-
{elfe ta be obferved under the Law, were appointed by himfor that
time, as types and fignres of the things of Chrift, as Saint Pas/ will
inftruct you' Coleff 3. 16. 17. and in regard of thattypicall ufe , and
the Legall neceffity thereof are vanithed at the conming of Chrift,
which is the body and fubftance of thofe fhaddowes ; and therefore
though they be fo far become unlawfull , it will by no meancs infer
that therefore thofe daies and times which are commanded by men
with fufficient warrant from God under the Gofpell as conducible
meanes unto Gofpell-ends, and for the folemnizing of the glory of
God for Gofpell bleflings , fhould be concluded unlawfull, fince the
aforefaid reafen of the a%olition of thofe things of the Law, isno
way appliable unto the Feftivals , or other wholfome conftitutions
in the time of the Gofpeil, which are neicher injoyned as types , nor
as things neceffary to falvation , but as matters of order,and circum-
faantiall meanes for the promotion of ether fubftantiall duries , Not
oppofing, but afferting and magnifying the greac bleflings that God
hath revealed, and imparted untous in, and by, the Meffias now come.
But for your further inftm@&ion, Idefire you to rake notice, that in
the Feafls of the Jewes, as there was fomething Ceremeoniall, fo there

wae



(14 ;
awastomeshing Mornall ¢ chat they )were of unaltergble necefficy re.
firainad to fuch and {nch particular times , that they were to be cele-
brated with fuch and fuch particular Ceremonics, amd were therein
types and figures of the thiogs of Carift, and the time of the Gofpell,
and thae by the indifpencible obligation of the divine przcept; in thefe
and fuch like confiderations , they were Ceremoniall and temporary,
belonging wnto that Sate of the Jewith Church; But if they be conli-
dered as they were Certaine folenne and converient times fet apart
tor the publique worth:p of God , and for the more folemne teftitica-
tion of their thanktulnetle wico hum, for thofe grear bleflings and de-
Liverances thag they reeeived trom him 3 This was, as a learned Au-
thour tells us; worale, C'warwrale, G cumceteris comnibus gentivns
¢ mmmnsy 10 Was merak and maruraf, and comman With them vnto otbey
mation-. Now though thiz whichis typicall and ceremsniall be abo-
Lifhadas 3 thadow by the comming of the fubftance, yet that which
is merall and naturall remayneth iz is ftll noz only lawtall, bue pious

for the Jewos to fer apare fomne times to pravle God for their delive-

rance ous of Evp:, and for thofe other bleflings which thar Church

Deo:n.
10 C(‘Aigﬁo
3, 16,

reccived from him . and {o thar the typicall and properly legall ufe, o-
getterwach the indifpenfible necethiey of thofe parcicular times and
ceremontss be calt away, ‘it were ne impiety in them, as matters of
order, to Take ule of fome or mofe of the fame timdes which they for-
merly obferved for this morall purpofe.  Yea we find St Paul A&s 18.
=¥, and 20, 16.1efolving and indeavouring to keepe one of thofe Jew-
ifh feafts at Jerufalem, long after the acention of Chrift and the abo-
lition of the cerermoniall part of the Jawifh Law, and to take advan-
tage of that fol-mniry to glocide Goiamongft chem. And if all chis
will not fave yon from a wonder, I intreat you to confider tha: the
cffe® of the abolition of the Ceremoniall Law, wis the taking away
of the legall necz{Tity and the rvpicall ufe of them , not che renderin 3
ofthe macter of thote Ceremonicsunlawtull ; and for your berzer fz-
tisfaion in this poins, Trefer vouro a Treatife of nine Ineely et forth,
called , Toe figns of she Chmrci: and (ommon Wealth of England |
Pag- 3 12. 313 &c. where [ hepe yon will fnd this matrer abundandy
Cleared. And row the foundation of your fiventh Quere being thus
fearchcd and found to be of fo findy 2 conftitut’on, we necd not trou »
ble our fclves any more :bont the Quare it fe'fe : tur o rell you in che
words of 2 Reverend Divine, Euicauid norwywlli contr i 4ﬁ}rr¢ [elent

pré
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pic & prudestes profP:llum eft ab Antiqu:s patribus, wt anwiverfarii
sn Ecclefia celebraremtnr ixguu'a la &enﬁria ixcarmationss filii Des,
paffimss, refurrellionis, afce nfionss, wifllonse Spiritns Sanlli g301 mm
ewninm memorsanss folexmirations confliiu1ss con'ccrammus | ne voium-
ne tempormmLs ingrata [wrreperes mebss oblivio, utloquitur Aug. de Ci-
vit. Dei lib. 10.¢c. 4. Wharlocver fome are went to bring 10 tre contra-
ry, st was pionfly and prmwdently proviaed of 1be arcient Fasoers, T hat
tbere (honld be'anniver [ary or yearely celcbravions of thofe greas bemefiss,
of the incarnation of the (onne of God, of bus paffion. re/urreltion 4 ceni-

o5, and of the [ending of the Holy Gboft ; the memorialis of all which | we

comfecrate by apposnied (olemnsties left. as S. Ang.foeaketh by she cour/s

of the times an wnthant/wil forgetfulues therof [homld [leale 3pow ns, And

the fame leamed Auchour will hew you that we are invited heernanto
by the obligation of gratitude thar we owe unto God, as publique be-
nefits are to be publiquily acknowledged , and to becelcbrated with
publique thankfgiving : which cannot commodion(ly be done, pak fls
they thachave the rue ot the Church and Common wealth, doe ap-
point feedayes for che people to come together to thar purpofe Jocl.
2. 15, :

Tharweare incouraged hecreunto by the peoples benddie which
they may rezpe heereby in being upon {uch cccdfiors made scquain-
ted with the chicfe myfterics of falvarion, which'whether they fhalbe
inftru@ed 1, or no, is a matter of too great concernment. to be kefe to
the difcretion of every private Minifter ; and therefore the Church
hach thoughe st to call upon them for it by thefe Foftivals. And I
pray God the attempts of the abolition of thefe memorialls, be no: ghe
drifts of fome fecree plot of Sathan, to make way for the ftealing of
Chriftianity out of this Nation : if we confider the motions of foine
other engines of his , together with thisin thefe tinks, 1 doubt wee
may find buz too much caule to fufpect ic, and caule enough for all
good people to defire to prevent it, by being unwilling to pare with a-
ry the leaft lawfull mcanes,that may ferve to keep up the memory and
impreflions of Chrift, and his wonderfull mercies in our hearts.

‘He will (hew voualfo, as I have done, how this practife is confir-
med untous by the examples of the godly people n the Scriprure,
who have appointed fct and yearly dayes for fuch purpofés , befides
thofc chat, were commanded exprifly and partscularly by God him-
felfe.  AndIcan adde that the fame is yet further confirmed unto us,
by theé judgemenvand practice of holy menin the Chriftian Church,
not only of the Ancients, buc of many famous moderne Proteftant Di-
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vines. As Melanben, Hemingins, Somltetns, e all which being
put into the fame fede wich the Authority of the Churchof Eng-
land, and the Law,which hath yet feund no Authority equall unto e,
to diffolve the A&s thereot inthis kinde , will I doubt not weigh
downe all the feeming reafons or divinity upon which you have
grounded your Quzrics.

: To your eighth Qi x:e.

Whether the srue and geraime Interpr: tationof Chriftmas
be Cheilt man ¢ Andwhether vopesfwade people’sis [o . be nos
t0 abwfe amd delnde shem ¢ Andwhethzr we msy ot a5 well inter-
pres Candlemas Candlemso, M.ch.e.mus Michae mun | &
Chriftmas Chriftinan ¢

Anfwer, That this is 2 queftion fo childifh of fo vaine importance,
and fo of no concernement atall to the bufinefle propounded : That I
might be excufed it T fhould {ay nomore , buceither to w:thyou
more wifdcmk and {obriety in the things of Godand his Church, o
if yon know any that is gulty of making {o foolith a defcant upon
thatname of (krifma asyour Quzre prefents, to leave you to Eﬁn
for 2 Reply ; neither the Churchof England nor fare bound to ju-
ftifie the follies of particularmen ¢ Butleaft vour infinnaced quarrell
2t the name of Chrifimas, thould meete withany fuch weake judge-
ments. s to produce any-fcruple (premifing this,that thefe are thi
that neither the Church of England, nor I conceive any difcreet childe
thereof will ftand apon any furcher then they ferve to make usunder-
ftand one another , and I wifh ali quarrelsabeur names were fo at an
end amongft us . Ifay yet further , thatthe interpwetation of learned
Bifhop eA=drew s might have beene better thought on by you, then
that fond one you have mentioned , reducing Chrift mas to Chrsfs
wiffs, and taking ms‘fa for miffie ; {o chat it may prefent the iMpor=
tance of the Feaft Fiz. The fending of Chrifinto the world, orif -
this be liable to fome ¢xceprion ; yet it cannot be denyed but the
word Matfc . kowever it hath beer conapred in latter times, s from
miffa, andl belicve youmay Sinde chat the word m: [« Exch been of
good ufein the Church, and derived frem a goed and kuduble cuftome’
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of difmiffing the Catechumens beorc the Communion in the Primi-
eive times, and mavimport as muchasthe Othice , or Communian of
the\faichfull , and then Chrifts-mafle may found as much as the Office
or Cemmunion of the tuithtull upon Chrifts day, crin the praife of
Chrift, or in memoriall of him ; or if you areloath to admit of this
in jultihcation of the word msffa , Tintreate you yet to allow thus
mach : That however evill the word is in the ufe of the Churchof
Roeme, vet fince vou knaew it hath no fuch evill importance in the
.ot ot the Church ot Eogland (and it is notunlawtull to retorme
the sbofe of wordsaswellasthings ) there can be no harme inthe
nle of thae title for d ftinction, no more then it was for St. Luke in the
17. of the Acts v. 22. to comply {o far with cuftome as to cali the ftreee
i Athensby the name of U ars his ftreet, although Mars were an
Hoathen Tdo!, ot tocall ‘Dionyfius by the title of the eAreopagite, v.
4. T advife }outl‘-t‘ft’fofé' to take the Counlell of St. Pes/ heraateer,
for veur owne cood and the quiet of others, and the Church, that in-
fiead of bring {uch a one as he condemuoeth, 1. Tims, 6..4.5. fick of a
fpir,icuau tympany, and ey o Inmoe: X0 Aspuasfds, €5 4¥ jitenu
¢85 D trte, Aaantni i, Smvniu minesl, agalanalat JicSwpuor
2 Qpa T T svy A dTéster Lap TR d'An.}i?azc,L.d"“"”g or madding a-
bont queftions axa [trife of werds, whereof commeth envy, firife railings,
evill urmifings, frowardd.(FPutations of men of corr ups msmdes , and de-
fitste cf skerrweb ; von weuld beconw fuch as he advifesh, 2. Tim.
14.23. T bat you [}rsve not about words , whick is 1o mo prfit bnt to
the pervevting of the hearers ;and thatyon would pwtaway fooli/h ana
wnicarned gueflicnt, knowing thas they engender firfe.

To your ninth Quiere,

Whether the Saints areboundto rejoyce in she Bivth of Chrift
ontht day men [uper[Fisseufly coll Chriftmas ,  more thew ato-
thert-mes ¢ And whether she Lords day be net [ the )-day ap-
poynied for them torejoyce on? |

Anf. Leaving your imputation-that yeu lay of fuperftizion upon
the name of (brsfimas to the corretion of that which hath been alrea-
dy {ayd unto.the Quare next before, Tanfwer, that though Chriftians
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are bound atall times torejoyce in the birth of Chrift, which is fufs-
cient to condemne the boldneffe of thofe that forbid men upon any
time or day to do it by that rule of the Apoftle, Phslipp. 4.4. Rejoice
1n the Lord alway, and againe I fay rejoyee ; yet to helpe our infirmj-
tics, and to ftir up our backwardnefle, and tomake for the arcater
cheerfulnefle and folemnity of this joy, the Church hath done well
and piouflyto appoint fome fpeciall tmes to call us together to re-
joyce in the great mercies of God , and in thacregard it 1s more efpe-
cially required of all het Chilaren to do it at fuch times chen at other
timies, and the failtisthe groater coomicic chen , in as much as o
the neglec of cthe untverfall dury is added che (inne of ditobedience a-
gainit the wholc fome orders of the Church, and a divifion therein of
our fclves from the Body, and a denvall of thar concurraice and a(lit-
ance that wee cught to wove 1 the communion and fellowfhip of
Gods p.ople in thole things which aic publickly performed for the
celebracion of the praife asd werihnp of God , and forche iy
ment of divine comforts in the Congrevations. And though it be
true that the Lords day is a dav wherem they ought to rejoyce,which
yeras to the parricvlar day 4 1s buc an holy circumftance ,and a matter
of order, thongh cftablithed by great Auchority, notwithftanding i
1s not (‘the) day in fuch a fence, ss your parenthefis would perhaps in-
[irnate, as to cxclude all other dayes from the bulinefle of folemne re-
joycing in Godsmercies § for how then will the fifth of November,
and che daycs of Thankfgiving, that have beene of late appoynted,be
juftified 2 and therefore your queftion makes nothing again® our con-
cluon ;- for thongh thar day be tobeobferved fora day of joy in
Guod, i dothinot forbid others to be foemployed,

To the renth Qe

Fhether Chiiftmas diy ougle in amyrefpect 1o be eficcned
absve vucther of the Vecks d aes < And whether people 1.1y
nevedi 'eus offence 16 God folinw their Lufull vicasions om this
&) ; :

Anfy =, In it e no day is necearily to be efteemed beteer then
aoiher; feras che Apoftle tclisus, be that effcemet all dayes alike doth
' - it
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st tothe Lord. But in theufe of it, Zsa matter of order , and as itis
dedicated by alawfull power in the Churcl, in a more efpeciall man-
ner then the reftyin refped of obedicnce, order, and compliance witch
thofe facred ends for which they arc (o defigned, Chrittmas day, and
other Feftivalls of the Church ought to be efteemed above another
day : For it is the ducy of Chrittians to comply withone another,
and to obey Authoricy in thofe things that are profitable and condu-
cible to holy and good purpoles :  And cherefore it will follow, that
without neceflity,for people to depare from this Rnle , and todoc it
with contempt ot Authority , and to the difconragement and hinde-
rance of fuch holy ends and dutics, by following their ordmnary vo-
cations whichare lawfull ac other times, isa breach of good order o |
violaticn of unity, an hinderance to piety, and the holy Solemuity of
fuchtimes, aswell as to doe 1tupon a day of Fafting or Humilsation,
inftituced by humane Authoricy = and cannot be fo done without an
offence to God.

To your cleaventh Q_x.e.

Whesher you thinke the Prliament and, 4 [fembly have erred
and pliyed the fosles in condemning and £.(ing ut Holy dayes
notw vranted:mrhe Word ¢ Andwhether to obfervethem | be
nos highly to d [l:ke and flatly to comeradsc¥ ( in pryut of praitice
atleaft) their proceedings smorder 10 4 Reformation »

eAnfwer, Tdonbe not to fay that they have erved in divers ref; peds:
Firft, in making unnccetlary changes in the Charch , which ought not
to bedone, buzuponurgent caufcs ; but doch difcover in them that
doc ita love anco change, which the wife man condemncth, ‘Prov. : 4,
21. and is ordinarily ot evill confequence to the Ghurch, as wee finde
by too lamentable experience; for whilft the people like chofe char
are fick of a Feaver have thought good mutationibus pre remsediss i1,
to take fuch kinde of changes for medicines, their reniedics have pro-
ved their greatcftdilcalis ; and now wee fee how fick they are grown
of their Phyfitians, and how fick the Phyfitians are of their owne ad-
miniftrations :  Secondly, they haye erred in going abeur roabolith
fo harmcleffe and ufetull ameancs of che promoting of Gods giorya
an . C: an
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and of theedification of the people : Thirdly, in undertaking to dif-
{olve {o lundable cuftomnes , and fo univerfallv and anciently received ,
and eftsblithed by full power of the State and Chureh, eicher wichout
any Aucherity therenato or by a power inferiour unto that, whereby
they were conftituted : Fourthly, in doing thofe things without any
admiilion of thofe that are contrary minded tobe heard, or any faire
difcuflion or debate of thofe differences thatare in mens judgements
thercabout : and thercfore their proceedings chereinare , and may be
juftly difliked and contradicted boch by dcc‘.ar;}tion and practice,withs
out iving open toany {ach charge asyveu mention of oppaing procee-
dingsin order to Reformation, properiy fo caliad ; fuch undercakings
with the reft that are like them , being racher in order ro a detormut-
on. Bucwhetber in this they have playd the tooks, or no, 1 leave cha:
o you Lo determiig,

To your teeefth Q2 cq

Wiletker ( fince moft men and women :n Enland doe bl ndely
s2d [uper iitsenly elecve Chrift was barne thas day \ P'ldcb;'pg
! 7
o112, avth nos nowrsh and Prengshen thens in that beliere ¢

An’w. Althouzh it beadmicted tobe a marter of fome uncereaingy
whether cur Saviour were borne upon that day, orno, yer (it being
ot maceriail unto thelawfulnede and wholfemnefle of the obferva-
tion of the folemnity, as hath beene declared ) it itbee an errorin the
peoplc toapprenend {0, yet itis an harmelefie one, and without the
danger of fuperfttion, which yet Preaching upon thac day doeth ney-
ther neceflanly nourifh nor ftrengchen in chem. I fhall not deny bue
there hath beene fome diffrence in Antiquity concerinng the very
a1y upon which Chrift was botne ; bue He Biniaw, who was no friend
tiieo the Church 1o thefe things, confefleth , That from the mott anci-
ent times, it was celebrated on the 35. of December ; which hee proo-
veth ouc of Theophpdws, a very ancienc Bithop of Cefarca Paleftisa,
wholived abour the time of Commodas and Severss the Empearonrs.
The Arguments that are broughe againft the reception of this day, for

she very day of our Saviours Birth , from the impofition of the Taxe
of the Romane Emperour, and from the fhepheards watching of their

theepe
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(heepe by nighs, are not atall concludent, but of weake imporeance,
to overthrow f{o ancient and received an epinion in the Church :
Though that time mighe be e convenient tor people to travell ince
their owne Countries, as was required in that impofition of Anguftus,
vet it is no ftrangz thing in Mugiltrates o snd chol both prudent and
pious , topaile throush fuch fmail and private inconveniences for the
obraining fupplics ot rublique neceflities 3 it would be a very weahe
argument , it any (hould heercatrer undertake to prove this unhappy
Parliament begalinot in November , becaufe that Moncth is ufually
none of the beft feafons to travell from the foverall parts of this
Kingdome to Lomdos in. And thouch (heepe are tender creatures,
yet chat featonisnot of the fame biccernefTe in all Climates | and if T
miftake nort, as tenderasthey are, they are even in this Northerne and
cold Climate folded fometimes without dores in the winter @ if the
d:fferenee abotit this point be fuch that no certaine refolntion can bee
fourid. its lawfull for the Church to make chojce of fuch a day for the
purpofe of this folemnity, asappearesmoft conventent.  And what
day more convenient, then that whichasic is Confefled to have beene
mot anciently reccived , fois commended too by the univerfality of
the prattife and confent at lealt of all the Welterne Churches therein @
and if God be ferved and prayfed by us i fuch holy and folemne ma-
ner as is due for fo greata mercy , upon that day which the Church
hath injoyned, it will be, no doubr, as acceptable to God, as if it were
done upon {ome other day of your choyce, whether it be the very day
of Chrifts birthor no : and I'hope you doe thinks it fir,that fome day
or other may bee imployed in {o good a bafineffe. The onely queftion
then will remaine, whether the Church and Magiftrace, or you bee fit-
ter to choofe, whichis not worth the difcuffing,

To the thicteenth Quare.

Whether this Fealt had not itsrife and growth from Chrifii-
ans conformity 10 the mad Feafts Saturnalia (kept sm December
to Saturdle the Father of Gods) in which therewas 4 Sheafeof-

Jered'to Ceres Godde(Jeof Corne | & hymnein ber prasfecalled
TGt Andwhether thofe Chriflians by name, 30 cloake

¢ 3 it
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i, did nos afterwards call:s Yole « amd Chrillmas (s thongh
1t were for Chrifls banour ¢ ) And whether it be sios yet by [ome
(more ancien: then iracly or knowingly veligions ) cilled Yule,
andtbe mad playes (wherewsthy tis cclebrased like thefe Saturna-
Wa) Yule games 2 dndwhether from the offersng of ‘thas Sheafe
r0 Cetes s fromshis fong in ber praife < frem shofe gifts the
 Heithens gave sheir friends in the Calends of January , ominis

qratia. &id wot arife or [pring onr blazes 5 Chriftma X artles,
and New yeares gifis ¢

eAn/w. That the originall and growth of (o piousand holy a pra-
¢hfe in che Chriftian Church, fhould beallowed no ocher root bat a
{uppefed conformity of Chriftians to the madde feafts of Sazarnalia,
when there are fo many better and clearcr founcaines toderive chis
from,in the order that it hath unte Scripture end and dutics, to Gofpel
and Chriftian performances, and in the warrant thaic hath from Scri-
peure examples in like matcers,is an argument of fome wane of charity
in thole that goe about to infe men with fuch perfwafions. Charity
eagagethus to judge thebeft even of the a&ions of private men,much
more of the publike conftitutions and obfervazions of cthe Church ;
whatever abufes have beene broughe in by wicked 2nd loofe men to
corrupt and deprave thefe wholelome ordinances, (which we Spprove
not nor will undertake to juftifie) There is no conformity nor com-
pliance atall, betweene the holy ayines and intentions of rhe Church
of God, in the appointment of this orother feftivalls , and the fran-
ticke, loofe, and impious manage of the Sarurmalia among the Hea-
thens. Thefe are 2ppointed by the Church to bee daves of picry and
fobriety, of pray(z unco God for his graat mercies, of {piritnall joy in
h's divine comtorts and holy delighes in our Chriftian {ocieties, of ho-
{pitalicy and muruall offices of Chriftian lova one to another, which
are the true and proper employments of holv feftivalls, commended
and warranted unzo us by ythe word of Ged. | If any practifes have
crept in (as there have too many ) tothe deprivation of thef times,
and difuppcintm:nt of thofe ends for which they were inftituced, by
riot and loofenes. or fuch rude canages and deineanc urs which may be
too truly forted with the Heathenifh Sazwrsalia. thev have been an-
cently reproved , as Hofpinsan will informe yeuby iar which hee
: hath
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bath cited out of that famous Oration of Gregory Nazianzex apon
the Nativity of Chrilt : And he will tell you a Stoty tooif you
will beleeve it of one Orberss and fome oihers 10 the namber of
15. who being reproved by Reperss a Prielt for prophaning that
night of our Lerds Natlvity , by light and lafcivious dancing and -
finging, and required from bim, ut b huin/mods levitate in nolle tam
Janiladefifterent: That they wowld defift from [xch lenity.in [o holy
amight , when they weuld not yeeld unto this wholefome advice,
Buc perfifted inthe vaine cxercifes they were abeut , upon the.
prayer of Rupersus that they might continue dancing fo all the
yeatelong, They did fo coarinue night and day for the {pace of a
whole yeare : and he cites Trstbemsins sn chron. Hirfaug. for the
Auhour of this Stery ; wbichif it be true doth not atall oppofe,
but cenfirme thefe conltitutions of the Church, asthe judgemens
of God fent upon thofe tbat are the prophaners of the Lords day,
are brought o juftifie the ovfervation thereof;ic doth indeede dit-
allow the abufes thereof, which as they werganciently cond:m-
ned , fo wee condemne them (till, being contrary ssto tae righte-
ous commands of God , fo tothe whelefouwe inRitutions of the
LChurch : T earneftly ¢xhort all Chriltians carefully to avoyd all
fuch courfes and mifcarriges , and to fancific thisand other fuch
like Feftivallsunto God in holy and Chriftian duties as they ought,
and the Church enjoynes , left they anfwer the contrary dearely
unto God, as well for the enormity of their vitious carriages , 'as
for the prophbanation and {candall that they thereby bring npon
thefe profitable Orders of the Church, and their facrilegions rob-
bing of God of fuch times which are confecrated to his Diviae
Worthip , Thatthey may employ them inthe fervice of the D:-
vill: Butin the meanetime I ‘cannot but wonder st the frange
difpenfatiors of theletimes, whereio for ought appeares, thereis
more ftri&nes afed againft the preacbing of the werd of God,ind
holy exercifes upon thefe dsyes, then agaioft any of the forefayd
abufes and mifcariages. Wee have heard of the perfecution and
imptifonmént of Minifters for attempting to preach the Word of
God, upoo the feltivall of Chrifts Nativity, and of {tri& and forci-
ble prohibition thereof ; but whether there hath beene halfe fo
much {tfiGoefle againft riot, or lightnefle, or vanity, at{uch times,

letit be confidered ; and furelyfnch dealing is no geod charadm;‘
: | 0
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of 2 Refoemation. They thst de fo, winnow not with Godsfieve,
but the Divels, {haking out the wheat, snd retayning the chaffz ;
they sre no good Phyfitiars, that purge cut the good and whole-
fome homours, and leave thefe that are corruptand ditempared
behind, noris chis the way to procure healthunto the body.In the
nsme of God ifthey meane to reforme, as they talke, let themdi-
ftingui(h berweene good and evill,betweene bealihfull and pro-
fitableirftitanions, and pernicious and abufive depravations, and
, letthefe be removed, ard thofe eftablithed ¢ if it doth appeare tast
¢he time of this Feltivalldorh comply withthe time et the Hea-
thens Sarwrmalia, Thisleaves nechsrge of impiety uponit ; for
fince things are belt cured by their contraries + It was both wife-
dome and piety in the ancient Chriftiacs, ( whofe work it was to
convert the Heathens from fuch a5 well as other fud=iftiiiors and
- mifcarriages ) To vindicate fuch 'imes from thatfervice of the
Devill, by vppoynting them to the more folemne and efpeciall fer-
vice of God andtorecall people from that pra&ife of wickednefle
by calling themunto the pradife of true holiseffo thereupon. As
for that you adde about your Tu/e. games, it is not materiall, after
that which batb beene {syd, and theretore tor brevity fake I paffs
it over. The Blazes are toeli(h and vaine, sr:d not ccuntenanced
by the Church. Chiitmafe Karilesif they be fuchas are fit for the
time, and of holy and fober compofures , and uled with Chriftian
{obriety and piety, they are not.unlawtull, and msy be proficable,
if they be furg with grace inthe heart. New yearesgites, it pec-
formed wicthout fuperition ( 2nd you muft bave ground ere ycu
may charge them withit)may be harmles prevecations to Chriftian
love, and mutua!l teftimonies thereot to good parpefe, and never
the worfe, becaufe the Heathens bave them st the like tiines, The
Heathers ufle to eate st noone, ard fo doe wee ; it it be harme-
lefle to joyne with them in koures defigned for a&s of nature ;
why not in dayes defigned by us for aés of love and wuall af-
feGtion ; if thofe dayes and their prectice thereupon betainted
with {uperftition , 1t will Bot tollow that curs mult needes be feo,
erisit not lawfull for us te employ thole 'dayes well , becaufe
they doe ill # But this is ne Religious but a Civill matcer, and
therefore not requifite to ftand much upoen it ; no great matter
whether that cuftome be beld wpor no , ard yet there 13no need

18
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in fuch times as the to difcon- !g'znd forbid a&s of lovaand
marmall kindenefe. This Ageis uot lick of 2my (up+ fluitics inthis
Kinde in the generall, and therefore no great seede of phyfick for
fuch difesfes : Troudle not your feife theretora a: 'y m i adout
this muter; it you diflike New-yeares giits . I wou'd advifs your
P.mﬂuonus not to troudie your confcicnce with them , and all

will be well.

To yeur tourteenth- Qinre,
ohether conformity ro andreecstionsf Heathenifh Cuffomnes,

becommendablesn Chriff:ans | furabie or agrecable w. //G/ ¢/

Proncples , thouzh under [ntcwaf C/wﬂ.f Hanour and Wer-

b Lpe g

Ap/wer), Youfeemetome tobeignorant , and havetakenup
opinions at too cafiz arate 5 give me leave ‘thcrcferc to informe
youalitle ¢ All Cuttem s aie not Heatheni(h thacare obfeiv.d
among Heatbens 5 1t 15 3 cuttome with }tamens to kneele at
preyer , yetthis is no Heathenth cultome ; 1t1sa enltome with
Heathens tointtita ¢ pudl quz Fatts , and cayes of Humiliation
in tines of danger st cvamity  will yon fay thersfore that
Chriltiars are Heathentih (rcomnly wich Hea heaith cuftes: s
in doing thelike @ Orif weemay j yne with chem in appeyn-
ting dayes of fafting , why ot as wel Il appoyaticg dsyes of
fcz‘t ng , 1 long as wae joyne nod with-bemin fuosidticion a-
bout either 2 Wee mint no- de ny Chrift 6eceufethe D vills con-
fefled him. It is no good ¢ tm(hmuy 10 th-people ot tnis Are
te hate their brethren, becrule tne Puditcans are friendly unto
th:iis, AMath.5. 47. Wee aie not fure beund to propaane ail
times thac the Hza Wens have fuperititionfly eoofecrated . if wese
are.l deubt you w li fcarce have'halfe an beure in the dzy i night
leftyoufor your devotions : Weemay joyne with H-abeasor
any in thofe things, that are guod and wholeforr. Heatneni(h
* euftomestanpot be grod, bu manycultomes of Heethensmay :

They ‘have learnt, 1w 1s probable many pradifes of Religion from
the

A
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the peopleof God , and have corrupted the Coppies that they
Bave takm m the Origiaalls , itis noc ne cetlary therefore for
Gods people 10 caft away the Originalls which are pure and
good. Heathenith cultomes are fuch as (tsnd opoufite to the
do@rine of Chnttand the Gofpel : The Religtous ob(: rvation
of thefe Filtivalls makes forboth ; to appoynt and obierve 2 da
bolyly and religioufly for the {olemne praife of God for Chuilt,
and Gofpel mercies , cannot be fayd tone agaiokt Chrift or the
Goefpel 5 fince the tormeris horoured , audche laccer preached
and puditithed oy this meanss 1 Tais theretore is no Hearnenj(h
- cultome 5 rake you heed of complying with an Heatbeni(h ge-
figne of ab lithing the mewmsry of Chuft an. Chriﬁiamry from
amorgltus, itisa danger worthy of s double e:urion » itisnot g
pretex: ot Chrifts honrur | Bur the truth thereof that juRifies
thete dayes, and isthe prop r and holy bufinefle of them; weede-
fire not to marchunde fuch colouss, bu- leave them rather to thofe
that under precex of Religion are bulic to overthrow a] Relig:-
onamongftus : Ineede nottell’you who they are, but wiih you
take heede of them. <

To your fifteenth Q a-e.

Whether you are mot beund to prove your practice for the cox.
vick:on ana [anisf.oFonof yowr Brethren s Whofe duty it i 19
walke wish you inthing: «gree. ble tothe m.nie of Chreff ¢ Ang
incfeyou cannot 5 Wheiher you ouz bt not to Ac/maw.’m'_ge your
erronr, dsy dowse your practice . as others have deme thery s ) n6

bonger befooling and m fleading she people commutied 1 your
charge ¢ : ‘

Ax/wer, 1 have fayd thus much for your conviien and f{atif
fa®ien, and wilh 1t may worke {0 well with yeu, thatasitis your
duty, fo it may be you: praQiceto walke with us inthings agrees-
bie to the minde of Chrift ; and therefore I Bope wee are fuffici-
ently difcharged from any necellity of confefling any errourin
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thefe things , and that it dora gztb'is time spneare thae thers is
much mare neede of reforming yours , and of lavin dowr y ur
pra&ice as others have done theirs, no longer betoali v uor mit-
leading the people committed unto your Charge ; ~ar vou may
from hence forth tesch them the wayes of peace and righievulncs.

To your fixtcenth Quaves

Whether in cafe you seturne no Anfwersothefe Queries | 1
bave not grosrd [wff crems o conclude you uteerly wnable 1o cive
any ragionall aicoune of your practice now pwt upon 1 ¢

eAn/wer, Sir,youbavean Anfwer to your Quz:ies, and there-
fore bave no ground Jett you futheient to conclude us unabdle to
give any rationall accouot of our practice, whica I wilh you may
receive with a Chriftian minde, that you and others may reapethe
fruitshereot : Letyour Study be Unity , for thatisthe way to
feliciry . -

The God of pesceand holynefle dire@ yomand usallinto the
wayes of peaceand bolynefle, that wee may nelonger fofter di-
vifiens and ffufe among(t us, tothe jy of ouradverfarics, and
the reproach of the Gofpe!; buttba tollowing thetruthinlove,
wee may in all things grow up inte nim, whichisthe hoad , even

Chrft.

——— —

Now forall the paines T have taken to an[wer you: Qua.ics,
I fhall defire you to anfwer but one of mine, viz.

Fhether you vhink doth [avesr of moft picty and good will un-
16 Chrift ana his bonowr , 0 forbidshe preacbing of Geds word
and she celebraton of the praifeof Godfor hss great mercies -
“ponthers’ of December . or wpom any other dsy , or 16 enjoyne
is ¢ Or whether it becomes Chrifliansto probibis the worke of

Godasapy time? An
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An addition of fome teflimonics out of Amquity_
"';onccrning this Feftivall.

T beopbaniam koc wefiram fefuwm sovinamus, i g o murds [aluta-
revs comcelebramus aiens Deoying narslems, Bilil,in Serm. de bumai d
Cirttti generatione, |

Fefiwor ef omminm Feflorsum maxime vener audum Guod i gex ap-

peiet ownsnm Feforams Aderrep b, buwd qu<qnam aberrer, Caryfo-
fomus in Q. aiione pro Pailogenio, i

Taifhee N = 5-5 matalss [ereagor s C Shaui adventnm ,fexa;-

parsvioner: vocat, Naziarz. =

Naraiems Domini fewr o~ Pi/cha, € pentecefiim majora [l mis
vecas, beda,lid. s, c. 1o,

The Antiquity of ehis Fealtis (o grear , that Hopisigs confef-
{eth, Luando > a gm0 bos Feftam infistutun; fircerto jiirimen poteft :
So that tor ought ke or any €anfay sgainttic, it :nay haveics jutti-"
tution even from the Apcitles thefelves, :

The fame Authour ackoowledgsth the menrian o f § tohave
been wery Anc:entinthe Church » byZ beopinins Bithap +{ Ce/a-
Kea Palsfiina, wholived shou: the tim= 0" ( ommedy s ard Scvergs,

Ard be (heweth how afierwards in the tunz of Afavimings his
Feltivall wasglorified by the Martyrdeme of divers Chritians at
Nicemedia | who were there burns together with the Crurch
whereinthey were celebrating tuis ho!y Vay.fec Nicepborus, £,
c4p- €. and wee have good resfon rc belicvs theqe Mirtgid were as

‘geod Chnltians s fome thar weuld fequelter the helyneffa «f
Feslls . Churches, and aliother mien Upoa earth, {carcely {parire
the Saints in Heavgn, that they may airogate the Tiile of ho ynes
ard faintthip onely to themfeives.
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